ALDERGROVE PUBLIC SCHOOL

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday November 23, 2021
6:30 p.m. - Zoom Meet

School Council Meeting Norms
*Begin and End meetings on time

*Speak and listen to one another respectfully

*Recognize and value the diversity of opinions
*Please mute the microphone

School Council Executives of 2021-2022

AGENDA Item

Information/Discussi
on/Action

Member/
Speaker

NOTES

Land
Acknowledgement

Helen VP
Ivy

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT @

We affirm that we are all treaty people and acknowledge that the York Region District School
Board is located on the lands of two treaties. These treaties have been signed with the
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation and the First Nations of the Williams Treaties who are:
the Mississaugas of Alderville, Curve Lake, Hiawatha, Scugog Island; and the Chippewas of
Beausoleil, Rama, and Georgina Island who is our closest neighbour and partner in education.

To honour this agreement we will take up our responsibility to be respectful of their traditions,
knowledge and inherent rights as sovereign nations. We will respect their relationship with
these lands and recognize that our connection to this land is through the continued relationship
with these First Nations, and we acknowledge our shared responsibility to respect and care for
the land and waters for future generations.

Attendance

Fatima Jessa (staff)

Helen Ou-Hingwan (staff)
Erica Shin (staff)

Ivy Lo (staff)

Shahida Fazal

Nada Kesavan

Kevin Anderson

Maxine Knight

Situ

Anthea Bailie




Heather Baker (staff)

Council Chair update
PR R RIS

Greetings,
School Council
Forum update

Shahida and

Kevin

School Council East Forum Update

Each year there is a forum for all schools in the East of YR to allow
parent councils to participate in learning, network, get updates from
the board, etc. % [X 2~ K EE B EEIR 2
This year’s forum was virtual.
PEAC (Parent, Family and Community Engagement Advisory
Committee) is a sub advisory committee in the board w/ a goal of
improving parent engagement and student achievement and
wellbeing.
PEAC(ZK. FEMH XS EERERE) REFLPH—DTERNZERE,
HARRIRFRF KRS SRR R GAAEAL
PEAC launched a community newsletter. It’s a good way to see
what is happening at the board level through a parent and
community lens.
PEAC HEH TH:PGE . X REE K KA IX AL A T S Z 1 EAER A
HIEERYAF 715,
They are welcoming sharing of exciting happenings from schools
so that they can highlight it in their newsletter.
AATTRRIA 7 52K AR OIS, DUE AT TAT DL A AT TR E iR
HhaEiAE,
- e.g. A parent ambassador program that pairs a newcomers
w/ an existing parent in the community as a way to help the
newcomer navigate the system.
BN ZER KAL), KB SALIX P A K ACECR, DA Bk
BN RGE
There was also an update on fundraising. They discussed that
fundraising done during the year should be used during that year.
At Aldergrove we have had a few fundraising avenues in the past.
Pizza and the milk program were one method and these are
currently unavailable because of COVID. The year end carnival
and selling chocolates were other methods we used for fundraising.
All fundraising now must be virtual and should not include food.
A RTERNBFHE . AR T AEFEEN RS MAELFMEH. £
Aldergrove, FATE £ BAH N —RE K@, WEFEMEYIHTRIZ—FMIE, o
T COVID, X&6777%: H T TVEEH . AR AISZ TS 58 ) AT KB
HIHA T3 BUHERTA B SE sh A SV B, AN ELIE Y
Funds raised this way can be used for things such as school yard
improvement, extracurricular activities (e.g. band equipment, guest




speakers, etc.) It cannot be used for items that are funded by the
government such as text books, chairs, desks, etc.
LAy BRI BT DUH TR SGE . IRANESD (Bl kBN T UF 5
A B, ARHTEEH. T, RESBEUNFRBIEE .
The council chairs and admin will meet to discuss this year’s
fundraising opportunities
B AR B AT 2R SR E TN &
There were workshops that could be joined at the Forum. Here are
some of the resources that were shared. Please feel free to explore
them. FILMERIZ ESIIHY . DU R SRR EE. HHERE.

- Talking to Young Children About Race and Racism

- Talking About Race, Age by Age

- Why and How to Talk to Young Kids About Race

- How to Talk to Kids About Race

- Embrace Race
The last update was about a grant that is funded by the board to
remove barriers for families to participate in their child’s learning.
The grant has to be applied for. Schools can get up to $800 to run
programs that address social inclusion and racism, creating a safe
and welcoming environment, demonstrating respect for parents as
valued partners within the education system regarding decisions
about their child’s education, or enhancing communication with
teachers. The deadline to apply is Dec 14th.

B —REHERLT —IHEFS TR, EHREXESS5EZ T

FEfs, MINERTERNNE . AT LLIRTS S 800 £ T Bt RIS T AL 2

AT SO TR, Qs — AN e RIS, 3 E RAHEEH
VENBEESEIKEIACEE, DI i EE, sunse 5 #80ma@E.
AR H#A12H14H .

- Based on our observations, and our guiding question (How
can we be anti-racist) we recognize that mental health is a
priority in terms of parent engagement and are looking at
identity and community partnership.

ARIEFA TRDWEEANFA TG S LRI R (BATUR A RE BT A IR 3 SC
), BATORR LB RR RS 5T e F I, I HIEES
R R AL X AR FER R

- For example: How does the current situation impact



https://www.pbs.org/parents/talking-about-racism
https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/teaching-tolerance/talking-about-race-with-kids/
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/why-how-to-talk-to-young-kids-about-race
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNEKbVq_ou4&t=44s
https://www.embracerace.org/

families differently? How are our scholars understanding
and using technology? How do we build digitally
responsible citizens?

Bl : RTAE DU K EA FIANFEI RSN 2 AT an e B AN
HBAR? BATATE TR E T TR AR ?

- We could have some community specific focus groups or
panel discussions where we bring community partners from
different groups about how we’re prioritizing mental health
at home and at school.

AR SV EK PR EAT AT AL 625 FE S BE R -A A (o B AR RR

- We are looking for feedback from the community on what
you would like to see.

BATIEAE T 3RAL DO 54 B 2 A N A AR 52 o

Visioning @ APS

Fatima/Helen

Currently our visioning includes observing and noticing
practices/conversations with the purpose of building an understanding of

- What is important? (Scholars, Staff, Community)

- Whatis valued? (Scholars, Staff, Community)
- Whose voices are present?
- Whose voices are silent?

H AT, TSR AN RSB, H RIS

o [T @EEN? (&, L. #HX)
o L BAEIMEM? (FH. RIL. #X)
o EMIFEETE?
o EMFEE LA
As well as:

- Building Relationships




- Fostering Partnerships

o ENLHK
o fREIKHERAR

In talking with staff right now, we are hearing that safety is a priority
(mental, physical). how do we know all our kids feel safe and that they
belong and matter. Part of our conversations includes asking our scholars
if they have a caring adult that they can access in our school if they have a
question or need help. Some are quick to say that they do, others have
difficulty naming a person they can go to, especially when there is
challenging behaviour or situations. This is something we are trying to
understand better to ensure that our scholars feel safe in our school.
WAES A TR, A2 eREP2E ML, Sk ) o FATEARERA
AT R4, AR THC, REE.  FATRIER X G5 A AT T 5
B EE M RORIBEEN, RAA T TR B, AbTAT AR A1
PR, AL NRREE AR, AL NIRRT L LN, THRER
BRARPERAT RO . KR BA KB I B A F G, DA ORBA TR B AR FRAT
HERURE 2242,

What is the community’s vision for Aldergrove? What are you hearing
from your kids when they come home about how things are going?
- There is ongoing frustration with who is playing on the tarmac until
the field freezes
FERXK} Aldergrove HIBES A4 HEHIEZ T RIS, EMMATIR R 2] 74k T
HIFHRAIEE?
o (EFRURY) BIRSA AT H A NHE

What’s Happening in
the Building

Erica/Helen

e Clubs during lunch - Lego, Chess 4R B RHS - SR, EPr S

e Sports for intermediate - Volleyball - competitive and skills
building HF14ia3) - HEBK - SEH AR TR

o Tech team HAHFBA

e Announcement team /& H B\

e Student Focus Groups - face to face and remote - we get a different
representative from each grade to join us for each session to make
sure we hear the student voice. In the meantime, we are
investigating student government to ensure that it has a meaningful




role in the school and learning opportunities that incorporate First
Nations teaching and governing methods

FARRRVNA - X I AERE - AT NN ELIR— A AR FAR AL
MIERR G D REAIT B2 A . SEtFER, BRATEAREAES
, DR EAE PR I R A BOCER, KR R B E BT
A EiER

e Scientist in the School workshops % T.{EL;H ER 5
Upcoming:

e Gingerbread Houses - delivery at the end of this week. We are able
to get enough kits for our scholars thanks to a partnership with the
No Frills at Kennedy and Steeles

e Bingo Night - December 14 - will include a video of the photos
sent in by families

e Holiday Food Drive - week of December 6-10th - Markham Food
Bank partnership

HIPRERIE -

o EUHRE - REIARATE. HT5Kennedy and Steelesff] No Frills &1E, FA16E
NN A E AT LR T AA

o FRIZW-12 A 14 H - FAHEF g KIS I A

e Holiday Food Drive - 12 4 6 HZE 10 HiX—J& - /i & MiT A& 1EKE

Community Update
FEPCHE T

Anthea

Some programs our community may be interested in:

FATAL X AT BB R ) — L) -

Mandarin Songs and Stories - Nov 27, 2021 - 12:00-12:30

English Conversation Circle - Nov 29, 2021 - 1:30-3:00

Happy Parents, Happy Kids - Dec 6, 2021 - 1:00-2:00

Winter Road Safety and Handling Car Accidents (in Mandarin) - Dec 15,
2021 - 10:00-11:30

Growth Mindset for Kids and the Brain - Dec 20, 2021 - 3:00-3:45
Cantonese Songs and Stories - Jan 12, 2022 - 4:30-5:00



https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/61264a97164e9b4100a7ec50
https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/61152172164e9b4100a6b940
https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/619541b337901a410002ee28
https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/616982105ecaed2f00437e2b
https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/61859fbd9ffdc32f00c41c77
https://markham.bibliocommons.com/events/615f31405ecaed2f0042b115

Q&A No questions at this time.

Please reach out to the admin or teachers if you have any questions or
concerns at any time.

Other Notes Important Dates =% H -
Jan 14 PA Day

Dates for School Council Meetings “#EHFEAH )

March 1, 2022
May 17th, 2022

Thank you for attending and choosing to get involved in your child’s education.
Stimulating Parent Involvement to Stimulate Student Success
The research of Joyce Epstein has found that there are eight key areas in community involvement, that when implemented
effectively, lead to an improvement in student achievement.
1. Communication
-regular and two-way
-newsletters, student agendas, e-mail, websites, school sign, voicemail, etc.

2. Helping at Home
-support student learning at home

-homework policy with clear expectations at each grade level
-parents making sure that homework is completed each night and offering appropriate support when necessary

3. Attending School Events
-Meet the Teacher Night, Report Card Interview, concerts,

field trips, assemblies, etc.

4. Building Parenting Skills

-inviting guest speakers to cover topics of interest/relevance for supporting students
-creating a parent resource centre that has books, pamphlets, and videos available

5. Traditional Volunteering
-creating a welcoming environment, training volunteers

6. Fundraising
-for an established purpose




7. Participate in Decision Making
-a strong partnership

-make decisions that impact positively on student learning
-participate in School Plan for Continuous Improvement process

8. Collaborating with Community
-accessing community programs and partners

RGBS MHIEBRESELERTFHHRE
e RENSELUNE SENRD

Joyce EpsteintBIZE X T , #XSEA\NXRNE, , WREKME , TUREZENRA.
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Parent Council Minutes

Dates for School Council Meetings

March 1, 2022
May 17th, 2022



